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INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of this manual is to provide basic husbandry guidelines to loris managers, 
caretakers, and veterinarians. The information in this manual has been compiled from numerous 
articles, reports, and personal experiences by the authors and editors. Because new information is 
continuously being discovered, it is tempting to keep delaying publication until the husbandry 
manual is even more complete. However, as an increasing number of institutions become 
involved with the management of these specialized prosimians, it has become essential to have 
this information available in a usable format. 
 
When the pygmy loris was first introduced to the Western Hemisphere a little over a decade ago, 
its basic biology and husbandry requirements were virtually unknown. Pygmy loris management 
techniques were derived from methods that had previously been developed for slow and slender 
lorises. Researchers and managers are just beginning to understand some of the characteristics 
that make the pygmy loris unique. 
 
The three loris types each have unique characteristics that are species specific. However, because 
they share many of the same management methods, housing conditions, and behavioral 
characteristics, the editors decided that information about all the three loris species should be 
included in this volume. 
 
In 1995, The Pygmy Loris Species Survival Plan (SSP) was established through the American 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). One of the goals of this group is to develop a 
selfsustaining captive population of this species. Along with the Pygmy Loris Masterplan (Fitch-
Snyder, 1998), this husbandry manual is intended as a tool to assist toward this goal. 
 
The editors plan to periodically distribute updated and new information to SSP Institution 
Representatives and other appropriate recipients. Users of this publication are encouraged to 
maintain this manual as a working document and contribute additional material for future 
updates. 
 
Helga Schulze is compiling additional information, particularly for slender loris husbandry (see 
also Schulze, 1998); readers who are interested can contact her directly via e-mail 
(helga.schulze@cityweb.de) or at her University address, which is listed in the authors section of 
this publication. 
 
In addition to printed materials, some loris information is available via the Internet. Here, new 
data and amendments to printed information may be published in the future. Two addresses, as an 
example: Loris homepage by Dr. K. I. Anna Nekaris, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Anthropology, Southern Illinois University; address: http://www.nocturnalprimate.org. In 
http://www.species.net, a web site of Quantum Conservation for husbandry and conservation 
information (by Richard Perron), a loris conservation database is under construction (compiler: 
Helga Schulze; direct address: http://www.species.net/Primates/Loris/index.htm). 
 
Helena Fitch-Snyder 
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